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Imam Shatibi mentions that anyone who goes against a
principle from the principles of Ahl-Sunnah then he has left
the fold of Ahl-Sunnah.
The Shariah has divided humans into two groups:
Muslims and disbelievers.
ت َﺳ َﻮا ًء
َ َأ ْم َﺣ ِﺴ
ِ ت َأن ﻧﱠﺠْ َﻌﻠَﮭُ ْﻢ َﻛﺎﻟﱠ ِﺬﯾﻦَ آ َﻣﻨُﻮا َو َﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟﺼﱠﺎﻟِ َﺤﺎ
ِ ﺐ اﻟﱠ ِﺬﯾﻦَ اﺟْ ﺘَ َﺮﺣُﻮا اﻟ ﱠﺴﯿﱢﺌَﺎ
45:21 - َﱠﻣﺤْ ﯿَﺎھُ ْﻢ َو َﻣ َﻤﺎﺗُﮭُ ْﻢ ۚ َﺳﺎ َء َﻣﺎ ﯾَﺤْ ُﻜ ُﻤﻮن
Or do those who commit evils think We will make them like
those who have believed and done righteous deeds - [make
them] equal in their life and their death? Evil is that which they
judge.
َٔ ْ ت َﻛ ْﺎﻟ ُﻤ ْﻔ ِﺴ ِﺪﯾﻦَ ﻓِﻲ
َض َأ ْم ﻧَﺠْ َﻌ ُﻞ ْاﻟ ُﻤﺘﱠﻘِﯿﻦ
ِ َأ ْم ﻧَﺠْ َﻌ ُﻞ اﻟﱠ ِﺬﯾﻦَ آ َﻣﻨُﻮا َو َﻋ ِﻤﻠُﻮا اﻟﺼﱠﺎﻟِ َﺤﺎ
ِ ْاﻻر
38:28 - ﱠﺎر
ِ َﻛ ْﺎﻟﻔُﺠ
The Muslims are also split into groups.
There is Ahl-Sunnah Wal Jam’ah and  أھﻞ اﻟﺒﺪﻋﺔthe people
of innovation, the ones who go against the way of the
companions.
The evidence of this is:
 ﻗَﺎ َل ﻗَﺎ َل َرﺳُﻮ ُل ﱠ،َﻋ َْﻦ َأﺑِﻲ ھُ َﺮ ْﯾ َﺮة
ﺖ ْاﻟﯿَﮭُﻮ ُد َﻋﻠَﻰ
ِ َﷲِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ " ا ْﻓﺘَ َﺮﻗ
ًﺼﺎ َرى َﻋﻠَﻰ ِٕاﺣْ ﺪَى َأوْ ﺛِ ْﻨﺘَﯿ ِْﻦ َو َﺳ ْﺒ ِﻌﯿﻦَ ﻓِﺮْ ﻗَﺔ
َ ﺖ اﻟﻨﱠ
ِ َِٕاﺣْ ﺪَى َأوْ ﺛِ ْﻨﺘَﯿ ِْﻦ َو َﺳ ْﺒ ِﻌﯿﻦَ ﻓِﺮْ ﻗَﺔً َوﺗَﻔَ ﱠﺮﻗ
ُ َوﺗَ ْﻔﺘ َِﺮ
. " ًث َو َﺳ ْﺒ ِﻌﯿﻦَ ﻓِﺮْ ﻗَﺔ
ٍ َق ُأ ﱠﻣﺘِﻲ َﻋﻠَﻰ ﺛَﻼ
Narrated AbuHurayrah: The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid: The Jews
were split up into seventy-one or seventy-two sects; and the

Christians were split up into seventy one or seventy-two sects;
and my community will be split up into seventy-three sects.
Only one group, Ahl-Sunnah will be the saved sect. The
ones who deserve Jannah, the others deserve hellfire but this
does not mean they will necessarily all enter it as Allah can
forgive them.
The Prophet (s) called Ahl-Sunnah ( ﻓﺮﻗﺔ ﻧﺎﺟﯿﺔthe saved
sect) or ( طﺎﺋﻔﺔ ﻣﻨﺼﻮرةthe successful group) in other narrations.
When does a person leave Ahl-Sunnah?
The companions asked the Prophet (s) who is the saved
sect, the Prophet (s) said: ﻣﻦ ﻛﺎن ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺜﻞ ﻣﺎ أﻧﺎ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وأﺻﺤﺎﺑﻲ
Whoever is upon what I and my companions are upon.
This means you believe in the principles which the
companions unanimously agreed on.
ق ۖ ﻓَ َﺴﯿَ ْﻜﻔِﯿ َﻜﮭُ ُﻢ ﱠ
ۚ ُﷲ
ٍ ﻓَﺎِٕ ْن آ َﻣﻨُﻮا ﺑِ ِﻤ ْﺜ ِﻞ َﻣﺎ آ َﻣﻨﺘُﻢ ﺑِ ِﮫ ﻓَﻘَ ِﺪ ا ْھﺘَﺪَوا ۖ ﱠو ِٕان ﺗَ َﻮﻟﱠﻮْ ا ﻓَﺎِٕﻧﱠ َﻤﺎ ھُ ْﻢ ﻓِﻲ ِﺷﻘَﺎ
2:137 - َوھُ َﻮ اﻟ ﱠﺴ ِﻤﯿ ُﻊ ْاﻟ َﻌﻠِﯿ ُﻢ
So if they believe in the same as you believe in, then they
have been [rightly] guided; but if they turn away, they are only
in dissension, and Allah will be sufficient for you against them.
And He is the Hearing, the Knowing.
The one who leaves one principle leaves Ahl-Sunnah, that
is why it is important to learn the principles.
5 of the principles are:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 اﻷﺳﻤﺎء واﻟﺼﻔﺎتAllahs name and attributes.
 اﻟﻘﺪرDecree.
 اﻹﯾﻤﺎنImān.
 اﻟﺼﺤﺎﺑﺔThe companions.
 اﻹﺻﻼحRectification.

The names and attributes of Allah:
َٔ ْ ِ{َو ِ ﱠ
اﻻ ْﺳ َﻤﺎ ُء ْاﻟ ُﺤ ْﺴﻨ َٰﻰ ﻓَﺎ ْدﻋُﻮهُ ﺑِﮭَﺎ ۖ َو َذرُوا اﻟﱠ ِﺬﯾﻦَ ﯾ ُْﻠ ِﺤ ُﺪونَ ﻓِﻲ َأ ْﺳ َﻤﺎﺋِ ِﮫ ۚ َﺳﯿُﺠْ َﺰوْ نَ َﻣﺎ
7:180 - ََﻛﺎﻧُﻮا ﯾَ ْﻌ َﻤﻠُﻮن
And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them.
And leave [the company of] those who practice deviation
concerning His names. They will be recompensed for what they
have been doing.
These names are there to allude to attributes that Allah
has.
For example:
1:3 - ﱠﺣ ِﯿﻢ
ِ اﻟﺮﱠﺣْ ٰ َﻤ ِﻦ اﻟﺮ
The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful,
These are names of Allah but there are 3 principles we
need to know.
1st: The meaning of every name of Allah necessitates that
he has that attribute.

It can be more than one attribute.
2nd: The only way we can know a name or attribute of
Allah is by Allah informing us.
This does not accept Ijtihad which is to come to a
conclusion to something by looking at evidences.
3rd: We do not say except what the Shariah said.
Therefore this matter is ( ﺗﻮﻗﯿﻔﻲTawqifi) we say what the
Quran and Sunnah say and do not add anything.
There are 4 things we do not do:
1. ْﻄﯿْﻞ
ِ  اﻟﺘﱠﻌWe do not say that the names of Allah do not
have any meanings.
ُ ﻚ َأن ﺗَ ْﺴ ُﺠ َﺪ ﻟِ َﻤﺎ َﺧﻠَ ْﻘ
ﺖ ﺑِﯿَ َﺪ ﱠ
- َي ۖ َأ ْﺳﺘَ ْﻜﺒَﺮْ تَ َأ ْم ُﻛﻨﺖَ ِﻣﻦَ ْاﻟ َﻌﺎﻟِﯿﻦ
َ ﻗَﺎ َل ﯾَﺎ ِٕا ْﺑﻠِﯿﺲُ َﻣﺎ َﻣﻨَ َﻌ
38:75
[ Allah ] said, "O Iblees, what prevented you from
prostrating to that which I created with My hands? Were you
arrogant [then], or were you [already] among the haughty?"
A person who looks at this and says if Allah has a hand, it
must be like my hand therefore Allah does not have a hand.
Or a person says what does hand mean.

Rather we say Allah has a hand but we do not compare it
to anything nor negate it. Allah’s hand is befitting his majesty.
The way Allah is, is the way his hand is.
2.  اﻟﺘْﱠﺎٔ ِوﯾْﻞWe do not distort the meanings.
This is when a person says that when Allah said hand it
cannot mean a hand so it means Allah’s power.
We do not say it means power, it is a hand in the way that
befits Allah and we do not change the meaning of the word.
3.  اﻟﺘﱠ ْﺸﺒِﯿْﮫThis is likening Allah to his creation.
This is a person who thinks if Allah has a hand then it
must be like a persons hand. So they liken Allah to his
creation.
We do not liken Allah to anything as there is none like him
but we do not negate his names and attributes either.
We see and Allah sees but they are completley different.
4.  اﻟﺘﱠ ْﻜﯿِﯿْﻒWe do not ask how Allah is.
We do not know the reality of Allah so how can we know
how he is.
وﻣﺎ ﻧﻘﻮل ﻓﻲ ﺻﻔﺎت ﻗﺪﺳﮫ ﻓﺮع اﻟﺬي ﻧﻘﻮﻟﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻧﻔﺴﮫ
ﻓﺈن ﯾﻘﻞ ﺟﮭﻤﯿﮭﻢ ﻛﯿﻒ اﺳﺘﻮى ﻛﯿﻒ ﯾﺠﻲء ﻓﻘﻞ ﻟﮫ ﻛﯿﻒ ھﻮ
A man came to Imam Malik and said:

20:5 - ش ا ْﺳﺘَ َﻮ ٰى
ِ ْاﻟﺮﱠﺣْ ٰ َﻤﻦُ َﻋﻠَﻰ ْاﻟ َﻌﺮ
He said: How did Allah ascend? Imam Malik was shocked
because people would never ask this. He looked down and
began to sweat. Then he looked up and said:
اﻻﺳﺘﻮاء ﻣﻌﻠﻮم واﻟﻜﯿﻒ ﻣﺠﮭﻮل واﻹﯾﻤﺎن ﺑﮫ واﺟﺐ واﻟﺴﺆال ﻋﻨﮫ ﺑﺪﻋﺔ
Ascending is known, how is unknown, belief in it is
obligatory and asking about it is an innovation.
And he said: I see you to be an innovator so take him out
of the Masjid.
The companions never asked this because they knew we
can never get to it.
How do you get to know something:
1. By seeing it
2. By description
3. By likening it to something else
We have not seen Allah, we have not seen anything like
Allah because there is nothing like him so the only way we
can know about Allah is by his names and attributes that he
has given us.
َٔ ْ َض ۚ َﺟ َﻌ َﻞ ﻟَ ُﻜﻢ ﱢﻣ ْﻦ َأﻧﻔُ ِﺴ ُﻜ ْﻢ َأ ْز َواﺟًﺎ َو ِﻣﻦ
َٔ ْ ت َو
ۖ اﻻ ْﻧ َﻌ ِﺎم َأ ْز َواﺟًﺎ
ِ ﺎط ُﺮ اﻟ ﱠﺴ َﻤﺎ َوا
ِ َﻓ
ِ ْاﻻر
42:11 - ﺼﯿ ُﺮ
َ ﯾَ ْﺬ َر ُٔو ُﻛ ْﻢ ﻓِﯿ ِﮫ ۚ ﻟَﯿ
ِ َْﺲ َﻛ ِﻤ ْﺜﻠِ ِﮫ َﺷ ْﻲ ٌء ۖ َوھُ َﻮ اﻟ ﱠﺴ ِﻤﯿ ُﻊ ْاﻟﺒ

[He is] Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made
for you from yourselves, mates, and among the cattle, mates;
He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and
He is the Hearing, the Seeing.
Allah gave us a principle: There is nothing like Allah but
he hears and sees everything.
Humans also see and hear but we differentiate by saying
that humans have hearing and sight befitting for them and
Allah has hearing and sight befitting for him which is perfect
and complete.
ْ
آن َو َﻻ ﺗَ ْﻌ َﻤﻠُﻮنَ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﻋ َﻤ ٍﻞ ِٕا ﱠﻻ ُﻛﻨﱠﺎ َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ُﻜ ْﻢ ُﺷﮭُﻮدًا
ٍ َْو َﻣﺎ ﺗَ ُﻜﻮنُ ﻓِﻲ َﺷﺎٔ ٍن َو َﻣﺎ ﺗَ ْﺘﻠُﻮ ِﻣ ْﻨﮫُ ِﻣﻦ ﻗُﺮ
َٔ ْ ﺎل َذ ﱠر ٍة ﻓِﻲ
ض َو َﻻ ﻓِﻲ اﻟ ﱠﺴ َﻤﺎ ِء َو َﻻ
َ ِٕا ْذ ﺗُﻔِﯿﻀُﻮنَ ﻓِﯿ ِﮫ ۚ َو َﻣﺎ ﯾَ ْﻌ ُﺰبُ ﻋَﻦ ﱠرﺑﱢ
ِ َﻚ ِﻣﻦ ﱢﻣ ْﺜﻘ
ِ ْاﻻر
10:61 - ﯿﻦ
َ َِأﺻْ َﻐ َﺮ ِﻣﻦ ٰ َذﻟ
ٍ ﻚ َو َﻻ َأ ْﻛﺒَ َﺮ ِٕا ﱠﻻ ﻓِﻲ ِﻛﺘَﺎ
ٍ ِب ﱡﻣﺒ
And, [O Muhammad], you are not [engaged] in any matter
or recite any of the Qur'an and you [people] do not do any deed
except that We are witness over you when you are involved in it.
And not absent from your Lord is any [part] of an atom's
weight within the earth or within the heaven or [anything]
smaller than that or greater but that it is in a clear register.
ﺐ َﻻ ﯾَ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤﮭَﺎ ِٕا ﱠﻻ ھُ َﻮ ۚ َوﯾَ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻢ َﻣﺎ ﻓِﻲ ْاﻟﺒَﺮﱢ َو ْاﻟﺒَﺤْ ِﺮ ۚ َو َﻣﺎ ﺗَ ْﺴﻘُﻂُ ِﻣﻦ َو َرﻗَ ٍﺔ
ِ َو ِﻋﻨ َﺪهُ َﻣﻔَﺎﺗِ ُﺢ ْاﻟ َﻐ ْﯿ
ْ اﻻرْ ض َو َﻻ َر
َٔ ْ ت
6:59 - ﯿﻦ
ٍ ﺲ ِٕا ﱠﻻ ﻓِﻲ ِﻛﺘَﺎ
ٍ ط
ِ ِٕا ﱠﻻ ﯾَ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤﮭَﺎ َو َﻻ َﺣﺒﱠ ٍﺔ ﻓِﻲ ظُﻠُ َﻤﺎ
ٍ ِب ﱡﻣﺒ
ٍ ِﺐ َو َﻻ ﯾَﺎﺑ
ِ
And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them
except Him. And He knows what is on the land and in the sea.
Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there
within the darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing]
but that it is [written] in a clear record.

There are groups who deviated on the names and
attributes of Allah and took their beliefs from  ﺟﮭﻤﯿﺔJahmiyyah
and  أﺷﺎﻋﺮةAshā’ira who negate Allah’s names and attributes.

Qadr
It is the secret of Allah built upon 4 things:
1.  اﻟ ِﻌ ْﻠﻢThe knowledge of Allah about everything.
There is nothing that Allah does not know.
Nothing took place in the past that Allah did not know,
and nothing will take place except Allah knows it and
something that did not happen Allah knows how it would
happen if it did.
- َﺑَﻞْ ﺑَﺪَا ﻟَﮭُﻢ ﱠﻣﺎ َﻛﺎﻧُﻮا ﯾ ُْﺨﻔُﻮنَ ِﻣﻦ ﻗَ ْﺒ ُﻞ ۖ َوﻟَﻮْ ُر ﱡدوا ﻟَ َﻌﺎدُوا ﻟِ َﻤﺎ ﻧُﮭُﻮا َﻋ ْﻨﮫُ َو ِٕاﻧﱠﮭُ ْﻢ ﻟَ َﻜﺎ ِذﺑُﻮن
6:28
But what they concealed before has [now] appeared to them.
And even if they were returned, they would return to that which
they were forbidden; and indeed, they are liars.
The knowledge of Allah makes a believer think about why
Allah tells us to do something and that Allah does everything
with wisdom and a reason.
2.  اﻟ ِﻜﺘَﺎﺑَﺔEverything was written down.
ﺎن َﺣﺘﱠﻰ ﺗَ ْﻌﻠَ َﻢ َأ ﱠن َﻣﺎ
َ ﻰ ِٕاﻧﱠ
ﺖ ِﻻ ْﺑﻨِ ِﮫ ﯾَﺎ ﺑُﻨَ ﱠ
ِ ﻗَﺎ َل ُﻋﺒَﺎ َدةُ ﺑْﻦُ اﻟﺼﱠﺎ ِﻣ
ِ اﻻﯾ َﻤ
ِٕ ﻚ ﻟَ ْﻦ ﺗ َِﺠ َﺪ طَ ْﻌ َﻢ َﺣﻘِﯿﻘَ ِﺔ
ْﺖ َرﺳُﻮ َل ﱠ
ُ ﻚ َﺳ ِﻤﻌ
ﷲِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ
َ َُﺼﯿﺒ
َ ٔﻚ َو َﻣﺎ َأ ْﺧﻄ َﺎ
َ َﻚ ﻟَ ْﻢ ﯾَ ُﻜ ْﻦ ﻟِﯿ ُْﺨ ِﻄﺌ
َ َ ﺻ ﺎﺑ
َ َٔا
ِ ك ﻟَ ْﻢ ﯾَ ُﻜ ْﻦ ﻟِﯿ

ﻖ ﱠ
ْ ﻗَﺎ َل َربﱢ َو َﻣﺎ َذا َأ ْﻛﺘُﺐُ ﻗَﺎ َل ا ْﻛﺘُﺐ. ْﷲُ ْاﻟﻘَﻠَ َﻢ ﻓَﻘَﺎ َل ﻟَﮫُ ا ْﻛﺘُﺐ
َ َوﺳﻠﻢ ﯾَﻘُﻮ ُل " ِٕا ﱠن َأ ﱠو َل َﻣﺎ َﺧﻠ
ْﺖ َرﺳُﻮ َل ﱠ
ُ ﻰ ِٕاﻧﱢﻲ َﺳ ِﻤﻌ
ﷲِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ
 ﯾَﺎ ﺑُﻨَ ﱠ. " َُﻣﻘَﺎ ِدﯾ َﺮ ُﻛﻞﱢ َﺷ ْﻰ ٍء َﺣﺘﱠﻰ ﺗَﻘُﻮ َم اﻟﺴﱠﺎ َﻋﺔ
" ْﺲ ِﻣﻨﱢﻲ
َ وﺳﻠﻢ ﯾَﻘُﻮ ُل " َﻣ ْﻦ َﻣﺎتَ َﻋﻠَﻰ َﻏﯿ ِْﺮ ھَ َﺬا ﻓَﻠَﯿ
Ubadah b. al Samit said to his son: Son! You will not get the
taste of the reality of faith until you know that what has come
to you could not miss you, and that what has missed you could
not come to you. I heard the Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺsay: The
first thing Allah created was the pen. He said to it: Write. It
asked: What should I write, my Lord? He said: Write what was
decreed about everything till the Last Hour comes. Son! I heard
the Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺsay : He who dies on something
other than this does not belong to me.
There was a deviant group in the time of the companions
called the  ﻗﺪرﯾﺔQadariyyah who believed Allah does not know
something until it occurs.
The first person to say this was  ﻣﻌﺒﺪ اﻟ ُﺠﮭَﻨِﻲMa’bad AlJuhany who came out at the time of Ibn Umar and said: Allah
does not know what will happen till it happens.
He said about them: I am free from them and they are free
from me. Were they to give a mountain worth of gold in
charity it would not have been accepted from them until they
believed in Qadr.
3.  اﻟ َﻤ ِﺸ ْﯿﺌَﺔAllah wills everything to happen
Nothing happens except by Allahs will.

Some people may ask that Allah commanded us to pray
but some people do not? Allah is pleased with praying but
gave people free will so his will is that they do not pray.
An extreme group of the  أﺷﺎﻋﺮةAshā’ira say humans have
no free will, they are forced to do everything.
The other extreme group the  ﻗﺪرﯾﺔQadariyyah says that
Allah has no control in what a person does.
Ahl-Sunnah say a person has a choice but this does not
leave the will of Allah.
When Qadr is mentioned hold back, because it is Allah’s
secret, you cannot know why Allah does everything and what
Allah will do.
We believe Allah is the most wise, and he does not do
anything except for a reason which is based on mercy and
wisdom.
You must accept it is from Allah’s wisdom even if you
cannot see that wisdom.
4.  اﻟﺨ َْﻠﻖAllah created everything.
Allah created everything, humans, and their actions.
َو ﱠ
37:96 - َﷲُ َﺧﻠَﻘَ ُﻜ ْﻢ َو َﻣﺎ ﺗَ ْﻌ َﻤﻠُﻮن
While Allah created you and that which you do?

